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Although you may not be able to plan for an
accident, you can take the necessary steps to
prepare yourself for life after the accident by
contacting an experienced Houston personal injury
attorney as soon as possible. When you have
suffered personal injuries from an accident, an
experienced Houston injury attorney can protect
you from financial ruin and ensure you get the
maximum amount of compensation that you
deserve.

Personal Injury law is a broad area of civil legal
practice dedicated to obtaining compensation for
those who suffered injuries due to another person
or entity’s negligent or intentional act. Personal
injuries may be physical and/or psychological, and
can also involve damage to the personal property
of the injured party. The goal of personal injury law
is to make the injured party “whole” again through
financial compensation from the at-fault party.



Common causes of personal injuries are car accidents,
motorcycle accidents, trucking accidents, bus accidents,
and boating accidents. They may even involve injuries to
pedestrians and cyclists. They can arise out of premises
liability as a result of a landowner or property
maintenance company’s failure to safely maintain the
property. Broken handrails, staircases, and damaged or
slippery floors are common hazards. Personal injuries also
occur as a result of defective products, on the job injuries,
dog bites, assaults, as well as toxic exposure to molds,
chemicals and other pollutants.

The list of those who may be at-fault for causing accidents
and injuries is just as lengthy and varied as the causes of
personal injuries themselves. The at-fault party can be an
individual and/or an entity, or a combination thereof. Most
personal injury cases involve at-fault parties with insurance
policies that cover the negligent conduct of the insured.
When you make an injury claim against the at-fault party,
you are in effect making a claim against their insurance
carrier who, with few exceptions, is contractually
obligated to pay the damages on behalf of the at-fault
party they insure. Insurance carriers have entire
departments and divisions dedicated to defending the
claims filed against them. Their claim handlers work full
time defending claims with one major objective: to pay
out as little money as possible. Claims reps are notorious
for undervaluing cases and cajoling unrepresented parties
into taking early settlements for a fraction of what they are
truly worth.
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An injured party should also pursue their case as soon as possible
to ensure the preservation of valuable physical evidence and vital
witness testimony. As time elapses, physical evidence has a way of
disappearing. Video footage capturing the accident may get lost
or erased, accident scenes can change over time and damaged
property may get thrown away or tossed aside. Similarly, people’s
memories often fade and witnesses’ memories can become hazy
and forgetful about key facts that could be essential to the case. It
is paramount that the injured party contact an attorney
immediately so that no critical case evidence is lost.
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How Should | Choose an Attorney?

When clients who have been injured come in, they often
want advice choosing an attorney, and want to know why
they should hire me. | explain to them, that we're going to do
our best to preserve the evidence. We're good sending out
the necessary letters, preserving the claim, trying to preserve
the evidence and then filing the lawsuit. Ultimately, if we have
to, we are willing to go try the case in front of the judge and
the jury, to go seek the injuries that the client is entitled to.

How Do I File an Injury Claim?

When a client comes in and is interested in filing an injury
claim, we want to immediately identify who the negligent
party was, and who the defendant party was, so that we can
put them on notice. Secondly, start preserving the evidence
necessary to show the negligence that caused that accident.
Once we have that, we decide whether we need to file a suit
or just maintain the claim until we can identify, with greater
specificity, the damages to make it.



| had a client come in the other day, and we evaluated his
claim. While doing so, | saw the biggest case mistake
someone can make. He tried to be tough and didn't go get
the medical care he needed immediately. Here he was, five
weeks later without having seen a doctor, still having the
same pain and now it's even worse. Typically, what happens
is the insurance companies provide zero value on a claim like
that. The most important things | can tell folks is to
immediately go see your healthcare provider after a serious
injury. You should seek treatment so that you can identify the
injuries that you have.



| know a lot of times, | don’t have the luxury of talking to clients
before they're involved in crashes, so | don't get to educate
them on the necessary steps following a truck accident. When
| get clients in, | am looking for evidence that hopefully they
have gather. The steps of gathering evidence include
gathering evidence from the scene through photographs,
getting eyewitness information, obtaining information from
the vehicle's black boxes or the 18-wheeler’s black boxes. It is
important that we do those necessary steps to preserve the
evidence that is available to us right then and there. If the case
goes in front of a judge and jury, we need to have that
evidence available to us to show the jury just what happened.



Accidents and injuries can strike without a moment'’s
notice. They can happen any time or any place and have
the power to completely devastate a person’s health and
financial well-being. While you may not be able to control
when or how an accident happens, you can take steps to
control how you recover. Hector Longoria is a strong,
dedicated Houston personal injury attorney with
knowledge, experience and a tiresome work ethic, who is
here to help you.

If you or a loved one suffered personal injuries due to the
fault of another, don't let the insurance companies
manipulate you. Call us today so that we can level the
playing field and fight for you. There are no hidden costs or
out-of-pocket expenses. We work on a contingency fee
basis and only get paid when we win your case. Call us
today for a free consultation.
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